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Non-Linear Thinking for a Non-Linear Reality
The Speakers
GAO XIQING is a well known, highly respected Chinese leader
and among key contributors to the economic reform process. He
became the founding president of China Investment Corporation
(CIC, the Chinese Sovereign Wealth Fund) in 2007 where he also
served as Vice Chairman and Chief Investment Officer. After he
retired from CIC in 2014, Gao took the position as professor at
Tsinghua University in Beijing. He also teaches at Duke
University, where he is member of the Board of Trustees.
Previously Gao was Vice Chairman of the Chinese Security
Regulatory Commission, and from 2003 to 2007 he was the Vice
Chairman of the National Social Security Fund of China.

MARTIN FORD is a Futurist and New York Times bestselling
author of Rise of the Robots. He has been cautioning, for years,
about the serious challenges that automation and artificial
intelligence are about to pose to our employment, economy and
society as a whole. A warning that, coming from a committed
high-tech entrepreneur, can’t be ignored.

DR. GERD GIGERENZER, a psychologist and author of several
books, including Gut Feelings and Risk Savvy, is a steadfast critic
of the currently dominating paradigm for human decisionmaking: our ‘gut feelings’, he says, win over ‘reason’ when it
comes to making decisions, investment decisions included.

PROF. STEVE KEEN is, no doubt, a free thinker. In order to
pursue his development of ‘realistic economics’ - as an
alternative to the ‘flawed’ conventional neo-classical paradigm he is about to become the first crowd-funded economics
professor in the world. Steve is the author of several books,
including Debunking Economics and Can we avoid another
financial crisis?

KNUT KJÆR needs little introduction in the world of sovereign
wealth investing, having been the ‘father’ of the management of
Norway’s Government Petroleum Fund. What is perhaps less well
known about Knut’s distinguished career is his attention to the role
played by proper governance in the development of best-practice
investment management. Knut is Chairman of the Board of Sector
Asset Management.
DAVID MURRIN is a former oil company geologist well known in
the hedge fund industry for his outspoken geopolitical views. He
is the author of Breaking the Code of History. David has spent
years in the jungles of Papua New Guinea; on the London prop
trading desk of a major US bank; as an investor with focus on
African real assets and as an advisor on security matters in
troubled parts of the world. A reason to listen to his geopolitical
model, focussing on the rise and fall of empires, has to say about
the volatile world we live in.

J. PETER ANDERSLAND has three decades of experience from
analysis of the global economy, commodities and capital markets.
He has extensive investment experience from global investments
in both real and financial assets, as well as financial derivatives
and short selling. Peter was a co-founder of Sector Asset
Management in August 1999, and is the Investment Manager of
Sector Omega.
TODD BENJAMIN, Conference Chairman. Todd is well known
to television audiences across the globe. For 26 years he worked
as an anchor, correspondent, and financial editor for CNN. During
that time he was based in Washington DC, New York, Tokyo, and
London. An award winning journalist, Todd has interviewed
everyone from Mikhail Gorbachev to Alan Greenspan. Todd has
also interviewed several of the world’s leading CEOs including Jack
Welch, Lou Gerstner, and Carlos Ghosn in his CNN series,
Benjamin’s Boardroom.
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